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THE 1.93, FMBASSY'S REOORT (FROI’ TOKYO) 
ON THE CHANGXUFII'G INCIDENT, allGUST 4, 1938. 


TEILT GRAY RECFIVED 
FROM Tokyo 


Deted august 4, 1938 
; Reo'd 10:06 a.m. 
Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
Aucust 4, 6 p.m. 
Lmbessy's Auzust 2, 6 p.m,, Sovict border clash. 


One. The feoturing by the press of reports on the 
Soviet border incident is running a ppor second to rerorts 
on the advance towards Henkow. Systematic ond effective 
use is being mode of Domei rerorts from each importsnt 
césitel to the effect thet dominant oninion at such capital 
does not cxrect the incident to develop into war, “erticuler 
interest ecttaches to renorts that lNoscow is not excited 
and thet the soviet press anpeurs to be belittiing the 
incident. At the same time Janenese army releases vurrort- 
ine to be simnly factual eccounts are currently cublished 
and they meke it cléar thet the scale of fightine has been 
dangerously extensive. One release »ublished today 
stetcs that the Soviet forces in the vicinity of Chengkufcing 
include three battalions of infantry end one mechanized 
brigade with more than two hundred tanks. Soviet air 
reids involving lerge numbers of planes, over noints in 
Vanchurie end ores, continue to be sffirmed, 


Two. The povulace shows no <icsire for war against 
the Soviet Union ond anvesrs to be calm. However, 
anprehension is cvidenced amone officials ond other 
informed Janranese, vho feel thet, as it is now the Sovict's 
turn to move, the decision for wor or peece rests vith 
Moscow, 


We learn from the Foreign Orfice thut Litvinov is 
eveding the Janenesc Ambassador, which would scem to sunoort 
mress desnatches from suropeyn capitals that the Soviet 
Government has not 9s yet mede its decision. It was also 
stated ot the Forcign Uffice thet Jaran will, whatever the 
consequences, tolerate no violstion of the fronticr. 
Nevertheless, there aoners to be moderate Onrtimism that 
war will not cventuatc. 


Three, Ae there is evailable in Tokyo no information 
from sources other than Jsreanese, we ere in no rosition to 
decide whether we wish to modify our views on Soviet- 
Fenanese relations cxrressed in our despstch 2822 of March 
18 end in other rerorts, 


It 
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It would onperr, hovever, thet the Sovict Loroee 
have, by moving into en ere» the ownership of eee hes 
been for some tine in controversy, initiated th te “ 
Gangerous situstion. ‘“Thether the uotive Vas to d aed : 
Jenencee forces from orerstion evsinst Chins, sehr cen 
suecested, or some other, the Soviets have Se a 
preeipiteted a situation which may become imposs 
éither for the Soviet Mnion or Jann to control. 


henestcd to “cirinz for Johnson. 
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UNITED §TATTS SF AWEURICA 


DI URTITNT Cr CT AME 
To 4811 to whom these rresents shell come, Greeting: 


I Certiry Thst the . ocunent hereunto G@nnexed is a 
true copy from the files of this Derartiient. 


In, testimony whereof, I, CuOFGE C. MARSHALL, 
Secretary of vtate, have hereunto caused 

the seal of the emertment or atete to be 

erfixed and my neme subscribed by the Acting 

futhentication Cfficer of the seid Derartment, 

et the city of “ashineton, in the Jistrict 

of Columbis, this twenty-third 


dey of _Jsanuary » LOLT. 


/3/ Ceormre C, iéexshall 
secretary of State. 


____B. BR. - Cash 
Acting Authentication Officer, 
verertient of State, 
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